What is Claimed is: 

[cl] A method of authenticating the payee printed on a negotiable instrument, 

comprising the steps of: 

storing the identification information of the payee in a central computer 
system thereby creating stored identification information; 
recalling said stored identification information; and 
affixing said stored identification information on said negotiable 
instrument thereby creating affixed identification information. 

[c2] The method as claimed in Claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

presenting said negotiable instrument for payment; 
recalling said stored identification information; and 
comparing said stored identification information with said affixed 
identification information. 
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O [c3] The method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said identification information 

pi 

yj contains information to positively identify said payee. 

*0 [c4] The method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said identification information 

CP 

a includes a digitized picture of said payee. 

jJ] [c5] The method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said identification information 

«P includes biometric data of said payee. 
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^ [c6] The method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said affixed identification 

information contains machine-readable information. 

[c7] The method as claimed in Claim 5 wherejj/said machine-readable information 

"qJI / is in magnetic ink character recognjpdn fonts. 

[c8] The method as dai^yfe^^ ^ wherein said machine-readable information 

is in optical character re^gnition fonts. 

[c9] The method as dcflmed in Claim 5 wherein said machine-readable information 

is in bar co^d fonts. 



[clO] 



The method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said affixed identification 
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information further contains additional human-readable issuing bank 
identifying information selected from the group consisting essentially of icons, 
logos, telephone numbers, or web site addresses. 

[cl 1 ] The method as claimed in Claim 2 wherein the step of comparing said stored 

identification information with said affixed identification information comprises 
at least one telephone device, said telephone device being in operable 
connection to a communication network. 

[cl 2] The method as clain^jg ^^ 10 wherein said telephone device is an audio 

response activate^device. 

[cl 3] The method as claimed in Claim 2 wherein the step of comparing said stored 

identification information with said affixed identification information comprises 
at least one scanner device, said scanner device being in operable connection to 
a communication network. 

[cl 4] The method as claimed in Claim 1 2 wherein said scanner devk£ is a device 



selected from the group consisting essentially of a magnetic ink character 
01 recognition, a bar code font recognition, and optical character font recognition 

L devices. 
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[cl 5] The method as claimed in Claim 1 2 wherein s^fd scanner device is further in 
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operable connection with a term 




[cl 6] The method as claimed in Claim ni flfferein said terminal device is capable of 

transmitting and receiving datafc^and from the issuing bank check database. 

[cl 7] The method as claimed in Oalm 12 wherein said scanner device includes an 

image capture device capable of generating, storing and transmitting digitized 
images of the bank check to a database. 

[cl 8] The method as claimed in Claim 13 further comprising a keyboard device, said 

keyboard devicp4>eing in operable connection with said terminal and being 
capable of key entry initiation of computer commands to provide interactive 
electronu/communication access. 
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[c19] 



The method as claimed in Claim 



farther cpmprising a screen display device, 
said screen display device being ^fegrable connection with said terminal and 
being capable of displaying images of said stored identification information. 
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